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RESPONSE TO FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

In response to the First Office Action mailed July 21, 2004, the Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration in light of the following Response. 
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INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

The Examiner rejected independent claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 10, 1 1, 15, 17, 19, 20, 27, 
29, 31, 32, 36, and 37 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as allegedly anticipated by U.S. Patent 
6,751,207 to Lee et al (hereafter "the '207 Lee Patent"). Claims 2, 4, 7-9, 16, 16, 18, 21, 
22, 28, 30, and 33-35 were rejected allegedly obvious under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) in further 
view of U.S. Patent 6,049,543 to Sauer et al (hereafter "the '543 Sauer Patent"). Claims 
12-14, 24-26, and 38-40 were also rejected under § 103(a) in view of the '207 Patent and 
U.S. Patent 6,230,012 to Willkie et al (hereafter "the '012 Willkie Patent"). 

Applicant has amended independent Claims 1,15, and 27 to overcome the 
rejection under § 102(e). Dependent Claim 36 has also been amended in light of the 
amendment to Claim 27 to expand the additional limitation to amended Claim 27. 
The independent claims have also been amended to correspond with the terminology 
used in the specification. Accordingly, the Applicant believes the Examiner's 
rejection will be traversed by the following Response, and the Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and allowance of the claims in light of the following 
Response. 



